Due to rapid spa industry expansion in Australia. The Australian Industry has formed the Australian Spa Association (ASpa). In July 2001 in order to move the Association rapidly forward enabling it to meet its urgent aims and objectives the professional association management company – Well Done Events – has been appointed to manage the Association Secretariat.

On completion of establishment - three launch meetings have been held in Melbourne, Brisbane and Sydney, to address the first tasks at hand:-

· to commence a major membership drive to unite all Australian Spa owners, management, staff and service providers within the one body

· to establish state based steering committees

· to establish working parties on each of the major issues facing our industry with representatives from each state

· to establish regular networking breakfasts or evening functions in as many locations as required for spa industry personnel to meet, share ideas and enjoy peer support

With great enthusiasm and interest, the three Sub-committees were formed, and are now beginning to work through the issues.  Progress reports will be made via the Spa Australasia quarterly magazine, and via bulletins to members.  Our membership stands at over 60 members, representing all aspects of the industry, from Day Spas, to Retreats, to Suppliers of product, and Consultants – creating an excellent bank of experience and opportunity.

Other areas in which work is taking place include proposals for appropriate Spa Industry headings to appear in the Australian Yellow Pages;  liaison with various government bodies for greater recognition of the purpose and benefits of Spas – for “the future of wellbeing and beauty”;  expected participation in various Expos during 2002, to further publicise the Association and its members;  and involvement with ISPA in potentially hosting an international conference in Australia in the near future – this would provide a great focus for the Association, and enable all members and industry players to realise their potential .

The first Networking functions for the year will commence in February –  with breakfast and/or evening meetings.  All interested parties should contact the Secretariat to ensure you’re on the mailing list, and to obtain membership information. International members are welcome, we can all learn from and assist each other. 

SECRETARIAT:  Judy Potter Tel: (02) 4422 2206 EMAIL:  aspa@welldone.com.au

